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Your Donations at Work 

Generous donations and membership dues
paid for lots of person power, restoration and

education at Hendricks Park in 2022. Friends of
Hendricks Park paid half the salary of the
Hendricks Park Volunteer Coordinator. We also
worked with Eugene Parks and Open Space to
hire a new Volunteer Coordinator when Christina
Bentrup left us. We supported enhancements in
the forest (invasive plant removal, new native
plantings, watering new plantings and restora-
tion), and paid for a part-time seasonal employee
to work in the forest removing invasive plants. In the Rhododendron Garden, we were able to
finance two seasonal employees, a major steps replacement, professional pruning, mulching and
invasive plant removal, new plant labels, and spraying for azalea lace bug. We also supported prun-
ing, invasive plant control and new plantings to enhance the Native Plant Garden. In all, the Friends
invested over $100,000 in park improvements in 2022.

The Friends are so grateful for our wonderful volunteers. Last year, we hosted 2281 volunteer
hours in the Rhododendron Garden, 808 in the Native Plant Garden
and 1288 in the forest. And for the first time since before COVID
struck in 2019, we were able to host a party for 50 of those volunteers
to honor their work.

On the education front, we provided five full-time scholarships for
children from the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians to attend the
Whole Earth Nature School at Hendricks Park. We also funded three
Nearby Nature camps that served young children. 

In addition, the Friends hosted eight educational tours at
Hendricks Park. Topics included Kalapuya Ways, Botanical Medicine,
The Rhododendron Garden in Bloom, Birding, and Mushrooms. We
established an agreement with the University of Oregon’s Student
Center for Sustainability to adopt a section of the forest adjacent to
the West Trail for removal of invasive plants and secured a Youth
Empowerment Grant through the City of Eugene to involve youth in
the park this coming year.

A big thank you to all our members and donors for making our
work possible. 
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Friends of Hendricks Park
turned 20 in 2021. We

marked that event with a very
successful 20th Birthday Match
Fundraiser. As a result, we

were able to announce last fall
that we would embark on a
significant makeover of the
West Trail. This popular trail,
lying north of and roughly par-
allel to Fairmount Boulevard,
ran through forest that still lan-
guished under a load of black-
berry, ivy and invasive shrubs. 

Through the combined
efforts of city staff, Walama
Restoration Project and a great
many stalwart volunteers, the
2.1 acres of forest lying
between the trail and
Fairmount has been cleared of
blackberry, ivy and other inva-
sive plants and shrubs. In late
February, volunteers began
planting young shrubs in an
area near the east end of the
trail. 

Over the coming year, black-
berries that grow back will be
cut a second time and staff will
treat the cut stems with a touch

of herbicide. Ivy will re-sprout
and get pulled or dug again,
and initial weedy forbs will be
removed. Because of these
essential retreatments, the bulk
of the new planting is planned
for the winter of 2023-24. That
delay will provide an opportu-
nity for native plants to return
from their seed banks over the
coming growing season. 

Right now, the area looks
much more open than before
and a little bare, but a surpris-
ing number of natives – candy
flower, sweet cicely and others
– have already emerged. It will
be exciting to see what else
comes back. By spring of 2024,
we hope to see the beginning
of a much more attractive and
ecologically functional West
Trail. 

And then, of course, there is
the area downhill and north of
the trail. Stay tuned!

Progress on the West Trail Makeover
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Volunteer Spotlight
Graham Yotsuya is a native Oregonian,

born and raised in Portland. A senior
at the University of Oregon, he will grad-
uate this spring with a degree in envi-
ronmental science and a minor in geog-
raphy. Our Volunteer Coordinator tells
us “As the student leader of the UO
adoption group, Graham built an amaz-
ing network of engagement for student
stewardship of the forest. His events reg-
ularly recruit 20-30 students across aca-
demic fields.”

Graham says: “When I think about our work and the partnership
between the UO Student Sustainability Center and Hendricks
Park, I see two opportunities: to help build ecological resilience of
the natural spaces in Eugene and to connect students with real
sustainability work. Students can come for a few hours and leave
feeling like they have made an immediate change. Hopefully, having
these work parties brings more students back to our program,
back to Hendricks Park, and to other events around Eugene that
work to make the environment healthier for everybody.”

After school, Graham hopes to get a job at an environmental con-
sultancy or in a similar field. “I’ve spent a lot of time in Oregon.
Hopefully I will be able to move around and see what other kinds
of environmental work are going on around the country!”

A New Board
Member 

“Hello everyone, my
name is Ben

Widdison and I am a first
year graduate student
studying Nonprofit
Management at the
University of Oregon. Before
arriving in Eugene, I
received my undergraduate
degree in parks and recre-
ation management and have
used my degree to expand
and care for parks in Puget
Sound. I am excited and
honored to serve on the
board of Friends of
Hendricks Park as a student
board member through my
graduate studies. As a regu-
lar daily user of Hendricks
Park, I hope to continue
helping the board support
and care for this one-of-a-
kind park. See you on the
trail!”

Donations to Friends of
Hendricks Park may be

made by Venmo, Paypal or
credit card at www.

friendsofhendrickspark.org
Thank you!



Celebrating 
Phyllis Hamel 

One Tuesday morning in November 2022,
Rhododendron Garden volunteers held

a celebration to dedicate a new park bench
in honor of Phyllis Hamel, local artist and
long-time park volunteer, still pulling weeds
with us at 95 years of age. 

An informal group known as ‘Friends of
Phyllis’ is collecting donations to help fund
renovation of the Powell Fountain, one of
Phyllis’s favorite park features and the sub-
ject of one of her lovely drawings.

Please Support the 
2023 Parks and 

Open Space Levy!
In February, the city council voted to place on the May
16th ballot a 5-year levy for Parks and Open Space. The
board of Friends of Hendricks Park unanimously voted
to support this levy. The new levy would continue and
increase services funded by the 2018 levy, in particular
park security, fire abatement, illicit activity response and
associated cleanup, and help fund recreation program-
ming. The City has done a great job of maintaining and
improving parks and hiking trails, providing restrooms,
signage etc. Let’s keep them funded! The levy would cost
the average home owner $5.38 a month. 
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The Board of Friends of Hendrick Park, Winter 2022 From left, Art Farley, Val Close, Beth Copeland,
Christine Goldberg, Rachel Foster, Sandra Austin, Lou Vijaker, Bob Bumstead, Svevo Brooks, Walt Petty and Erik Fisher.

Phyllis Hamel and Jim Northrop



On behalf of the FoHP Board, thank you to the many people who contribute
financially to our organization. 

Donors from
10/21/22 to 4/1/23

Benefactors
Anonymous (2)
Sandra Austin
Valerie & Dan Close
Beth Copeland
Nonie & Mats Fish
Rachel Foster and Randy

McGowen
William & Jane Gary
Marcia & Geoffrey Gordon
Lee & Mary Jean Michels
Helen Reed

Guarantors
Mathias Craig
Maram Epstein
Eugene Garden Club
Nancy Fadely
Erik Fisher
Marcia & David Hilton
Elizabeth and Franklyn

Koch
Sandra LeBow

Jennifer MacKay
Diane & George McCully

Sustaining
Anonymous
Polly Ashworth & Rob

Horner
Michael Brooks
Nancy Cummings
Peggy Dame
James & Susan Douglas
A.J. & Adrian Giustina
Ted Hewitt
David & Catherine Johnson
Nathaniel Markowitz & Jill

Hendrickson
Stephen Kevan
Thomas Mickel
Shelly Poticha
John Reynolds
Steven Soltesz
Chris Stebbins
Hank & Denise Storr
Ross & Barbara West
John Volmert

Sponsoring
Ellen Abell
Kevin & Irene Alltucker
Pauline Andrews
Ann Bettman
June Brooks
Ricardo & Paula Coen
Regina Cox
Douglas & Susan Daniell
Peter Edberg
Judith Eisen
Larry Fried
Lynn Frohnmayer
Jim & Mary Gent
Melinda Grier
Elizabeth & Roger Hall
Richard Hazel
Phyllis Hamel
Deborah & Greg Hoenig
Daniel & Hannah Goldrich
Richard Heil & Kay Gridley
Jonathan Heritage
Heritage Research

Associates
Deborah & Glenn Hoenig

Susan Hoffman
Martin Jones & Gayle

Landt
Susan Macomson
John Moriarty
Natalie & Robin Newlove
Irwin Noparstak & Joan

Bayliss
Christine Nordensen
Theodore & Laramie

Palmer
Leslie Cooper Parsons
Joshua Reckord
Charlie & Vickie Swanson
Robert Thallon & Dee

Etzwiler
Paul Weill
William & Ann Zeman

Family &
Friends
P Baynham
Edward Black
Tree Bresson
Doris Burkland
Sara Van Dyck Chesluk
Trena Cleland
Dr Maura Conlon-McIvor
James Coons & Mary

Nuwer
Alan Dickman
Virginia Donohue
Delia Fisher
Steve Gab
Howard Griffiths & Deidre

Condon
Barbara Henckel

Jill Hubbard & William
Griffiths

Theresa & Bob Jones
Steven King
Linda & Joseph Kintz
Debbie Krakauer
Robert Lipshitz
Robert MacConnell
Jeanne Maasch
Connie & Mike Manley
Sandy Martin
James Meachum
Sandy & Nancy Naishtat
Otto Poticha
Marjory Ramey
Michael Reaves & Cherie

Bynum
Bob & Setsuko Reed
Charles Ruiz
Denise & Lou Rubinstein
Karen Seidel
Skog & Norma Skoglund
Rodney & Becky Slade
Trygve Sletteland
Steven Swertka & Alexis

Norelle
Keith & Sharon Tabor
Peter Tag
Nathaniel Teich
Kim & John Toner
Andrew Traisman
Dralyn Van Ness
Kimberly Willis

Thanks to all our contribu-
tors — we regret any
omissions or errors.

New and Renewing Friends of Hendricks Park
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Special Thanks for the Oregon
Community Foundation Grant from
“The Hendricks Park Native Plant
Garden Fund” (Blakely) and to our

Anonymous Donor! 

The Phyllis Hamel Fund 
for the Restoration of the Powell Fountain

A Call for More
Forest Keepers
The Forest Keepers are a group
of volunteers who meet 9 a.m. to
noon every Saturday through
June, with Angela Soto, our sea-
sonal forest worker. Their task is
to remove secondary invaders
(the non-native plants that come
up after Ivy and Blackberry are
removed). In contrast to our
monthly “Free the Forest”
events, Forest Keepers Projects
are designed around tasks more
suited to small, adaptive crews.
It’s a great way to build your
plant I.D. skills, meet people, and
practice environmental restora-
tion. No experience or tools
required. All are welcome.

Prefer to pull ivy on your own
time? Adopt a Forest Plot! Sign
up to adopt an area of the forest
that was recently cleared of ivy,
which you undertake to visit at
least four times a year at your
convenience, to remove any ivy
re-sprouts before they have a
chance to spread.

Sandra Austin
Harriett Brainard
Svevo Brooks
Patricia Cleall
Valerie and Dan Close
Beth Copeland
Toby Deemer
Dyed in the Wool Guild

Erik Fisher
Cynthia Fitzgerald
Rachel Foster
Anne Fuller
Louisa Huntington
Gwyneth Iredale
Elizabeth & Franklyn

Koch

Patti McNutt
Jim Northrop
Christopher & Leigh

Sherril
Pat Soussan
Sandra Townsend
Meredith Watters
Lance Webb
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Hendricks Park Walking Tours

Board of Directors
Val Close (President)
Sandra Austin
Svevo Brooks
Bob Bumstead
Beth Copeland
Art Farley 
Erik Fisher
Rachel Foster
Christine Goldberg
Walt Petty
Lou Vijaker
Ben Widdison

Newsletter by 
Rachel Foster
Linda Sage
Art Farley
Erik Fisher
Val Close
and Beneda Design

Rhododendron Garden Work
Parties Every Tuesday, 9 a.m. to noon.
Park in the lot at the top of the garden,
1800 Skyline Blvd. Enter the garden and
look for a sign board.

Native Plant Garden Work
Parties Every Thursday, 9 a.m. to noon.
Meet at the F.M. Wilkins Picnic Shelter.

Free the Forest 9am to noon.
Saturday 5/13 and Saturday 6/3. Meet at
the F. M. Wilkins Picnic Shelter. 

Forest Keepers Small groups meet
with our Forest seasonal worker to do
meticulous work less suited to large
groups. Every Saturday through 6/24. Meet
at the kiosk in the picnic area.

Questions? Contact Cait Wisbeski,
Hendricks Park Volunteer Coordinator 

541-510-4636 
(cwisbeski@eugene-or.gov).

Volunteer Opportunities

• April 23, 1 p.m. Emily Aune: The Resplendent
Rhododendron Garden. Walk the meandering paths
with Hendricks Park’s lead gardener. Unique trees and
ornamental shrubs. Tips on how to care for rhodo-
dendrons. Park history and heritage. 

• April 30, 1 p.m. Gary Tepfer: The Natural World
Through a Unique Lens. View the park with this
international photographer, keen observer of the natu-
ral world and park neighbor.

• May 7, 1 p.m. Steven Yeager: Edible and Medicinal
Plants. Tour the Native Plant Garden and learn from
one of the preeminent herbal educators in the north-
west. 

• June 11, 1 p.m. Karen Rainsong: Kalapuya Ways.
Learn about the cultural practices of the Kalapuya
from the director of Singing Creek Educational Center
and long-time student of indigenous people.

Check www.friendsofhendrickspark.org
for future walking tours.


