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Meet Our Native Plant Gardener
– A Note from Sasha

A

s a child, I kept of list of wildflowers I had identified in the woods and fields
around my home in Michigan. As an adult, I rediscovered my love of wild,
native plants through my work as a visual artist and, in recent years, through
intense study of native medicinal plants with botanists, herbalists, plant propagators and conservation organizations. Two years ago, I moved to Oregon from
Appalachian Ohio to apprentice with the Columbines School of Botanical Studies
in Eugene, which focuses on the botany and medicinal use of native
plants.
Working as the Native Plant Gardener at Hendricks Park, I am able to
combine my passions for aesthetics, botany and ecology because the garden is both meditative and engaging. Its layout, while generally a forestedge ecology, creates many micro-habitats that both showcase the diversity of plants native to the Southern Willamette Valley and offer visitors
a variety of viewpoints and resting places.
During my first season in the garden, I am observing how existing
plantings are working and how each area changes through spring, summer and fall. Some priorities I have identified include returning as much
organic matter as possible to newer beds that have thin or depleted
soils, transplanting species whose preferred light and moisture levels
would be better met elsewhere in the garden and, of course, working to
control aggressive, non-native plants. This fall, with the help of volunteers and the generous donations of the Friends and the City of Eugene Native
Plant Nursery, I have planted nearly 200 new native plants, representing 30 different species. As I continue to work in the Native Plant Garden, I want to balance
aesthetics with ecological plant associations, creating greater plant diversity and
bloom succession and supporting both the beauty and educational value of the
garden. —Sasha White

Our Mission: To provide stewardship for Hendricks Park
through education, restoration and community support.
info@friendsofhendrickspark.org • www.friendsofhendrickspark.org • 541-607-4066

Forest Update

I

n much of Hendricks Park
forest, the view has not been
better within living memory.
Professional contractors and
volunteers have removed ivy
from about 30 acres of forest,
and flourishing natives have
replaced the monotonous,
smothering blanket of ivy. But
as many readers are aware, secondary invasives such as herb
Robert, nipplewort and wall lettuce have shown up to help fill
the vacuum, and they require
continuous management.
Natural Area Resources crews
and contract crews, partly funded by the Friends, address
badly infested areas when
native plants are dormant.
Volunteers often work on trailside removal of herb Robert and
other weeds in summer and
early fall through late winter.
This year, thanks to a special
grant from a FoHP member, we
were able to finance additional
intensive removal of herb

Robert by Walama Restoration
Project, and of wild cherry by
Northwest Youth Corps.
In July 2013, the Friends and
City of Eugene agreed to a joint
approach to reducing the growing impact of European blackberry on the forest. FoHP funded hand cutting of large patches
of European blackberry within a
10-acre area. Walama
Restoration Project cut approximately 2 acres of European
blackberry, completing that
work in August 2013. Hand cutting reduces the leaf area of the
infestation and forces the plants
to send out new canes, depleting their resources. Regrowth
was spot sprayed in October
2013 with herbicide by a contractor, under supervision by
staff. The work was successful,
significantly reducing the
European blackberry infestation
in treated areas. This September,
a city crew followed up with
limited retreatment on the much

Be an Angel – Volunteer

D

o your part and join us for a scheduled forest work party this
winter and spring, as we weed out invasives, plant natives, or
pull ivy from trees, depending on the season. It’s fun - and good
exercise, too. Not
to mention that
pleasant afterglow
of virtue. Snacks
are provided by
the Friends.

Sasha White with
Tuesday volunteers
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Look! No ivy.

smaller number of plants that
persisted. Fall is a good time to
spray, as native forest understory plants are dormant.
According to restoration ecologist Emily Steele, cutting
blackberry reduces the amount
of herbicide needed, which is
consistent with the city’s
Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) policy. It also minimizes
any impact on adjacent native
vegetation. Whether spraying
in the forest is done by city staff
or contractors, herbicide notification signs are posted in the
area 24 hours in advance.
Many people would prefer
no pesticide use in the forest.
But the city’s IPM policy states
that limited applications of herbicide in the forest “can help us
achieve our management goals
and maintain the investments
that the city, FoHP and volunteers have made over the last
decade to improve the forest
habitat for wildlife and the
public.”
Fall 2014

The Park Shines
in Winter

D

on’t forget that Hendricks Park is nice to
visit all year round. The Oak Knoll (trail
head at Highland Drive) is open and bright in
winter, and often full of birds. A dense blanket
of fresh green licorice ferns cover the ground in
places, pierced in late winter by the glossy
shoots of camas lilies.
There is always something happening in the
Rhododendron Garden, even in the depths of
winter. On mild afternoons from October
onward, you’ll catch sweet scents from a succession of flowering shrubs, beginning with
fall-blooming osmanthus. Statuesque Asian
mahonias open their yellow buds in early winter, and by January there should be snowdrops,
hellebores and witchhazels in flower. All told,
November through February, at least twentyfive or thirty plant species bloom in the garden.
Among them will be several kinds of rhododendron, large and small.
Gardens are not just about flowers, however.
The low light of winter highlights swelling
buds and throws long, elegant shadows of oak
trees across the lawn. Winter is the best time to
appreciate the textures and colors of tree bark,
especially on the trunks of superstars such as
paper bark maple and stewartia. Take a look,
and be amazed how much is happening. And
you might even have the garden to yourself.

Aunt Rhodie tells all…
Dear Aunt Rhodie:
Now that climate change is increasing the risk
of forest fire, what is being done to protect
Hendricks Park and the surrounding neighborhoods?
Sincerely, Iris.
Dear Iris:
Ryan Turner, the city’s Lead Worker for
the Natural Areas Operations Team, says
the City of Eugene applied for a FEMA
grant to reduce fire risk in the Ridgeline
System, which includes the forest in
Hendricks Park. The grant would have
provided funds for Parks and Open Space
to reduce tree density where needed and
to remove invasive shrubs that can act as
“ladder fuels” by carrying ground fire into
the forest canopy. The grant was not
awarded, but the risk of forest fire was
lessened when tree density and tall, invasive blackberry thickets were reduced in
the Oak Knoll, leaving mainly white oaks,
which are adapted to fire.
While using the park, people should not
smoke cigarettes or create open flames by
making campfires or lighting candles, says
Emily Steel, Restoration Ecologist in Parks
and Open Space. They also should stay on
trails at all times and avoid idling their
cars near dry vegetation.
Ryan adds that people who live near the
park can take steps to protect their homes
from fire before the fire season starts.
Recommendations from the Oregon
Department of Forestry include using fireresistant material for roofs and exteriors,
placing screens over chimneys and stove
pipes, removing overhanging tree limbs,
moss and needles from roofs and gutters,
and stacking firewood away from the
house.
Yours truly, Aunt Rhodie
Send questions to: Aunt Rhodie, Friends
of Hendricks Park, P.O. Box 3784, Eugene,
OR 97403 or call 607-4066 and leave a message.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Larry Leidke

When Larry Leidke is in town, you can be sure he is volunteering
most Tuesday mornings alongside Ray Scofield in the Rhododendron
Garden. Larry has been volunteering since he retired in 2004 from
teaching at Roosevelt Middle School. When he is not in town, Larry
and his wife, Jill, are likely to be on their 41-foot sailboat, somewhere in
Northwest waters. Their most recent trip was an 800-mile circumvention of Vancouver Island. To keep life interesting, Larry also volunteers as
a diver at the Oregon Coast Aquarium.

Azalea Lace Bug Update

I

n the spring 2014 newsletter, we reported on
a serious pest that had caught the attention
of staff and volunteers in 2013. This year, the
azalea lace bug returned aggressively, and has
spread to virtually all rhododendrons in the
park. Drought stress is thought to make plants
more susceptible, so a hot, dry summer combined with some inadequacies in the irrigation
system probably didn’t help.
One spot of good news: azalea lace bug
appears susceptible to insecticidal soap. In a
test organized by Park Specialist Emily Aune,
rhodies and azaleas in an affected area were
sprayed three times with either Safer brand
insecticidal soap or EcoTech, a blend of rosemary and peppermint oils. A third group was
not treated. In addition, some of the heavily
infested evergreen azaleas near the top
entrance to the park were cut to the ground,
and all resulting debris was carefully removed
from the park. The cost of spraying was shared
by Friends of Hendricks Park and the City of
Eugene.
The heavily pruned azaleas bounced back
fast, with nice clean foliage. The lace bug infestation began to return in subsequent months,
but the experiment indicates that radical pruning might be an acceptable way to eliminate
large volumes of infected material. As for
spraying, it was so clear that insecticidal soap
was more effective than EcoTech that Emily
cancelled further EcoTech treatments. As the
growing season winds down, plants that were
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sprayed with insecticidal soap still show much
less infestation than untreated plants, suggesting some residual deterrence.
In September, a group of city staff and FoHP
board members met in the Rhododendron
Garden with Jim LaBonte of the Oregon
Department of Agriculture. Jim was clearly
shocked by the level of infestation he
observed. Azalea lace bug has been in the eastern U.S. for about a century, he said, but has
not been nearly as destructive there. ODA
entomologists are beginning to suspect that
Pacific Northwest populations of the species
may be distinct from those back east. Our azalea lace bug appears to breed year-round, and
was apparently undamaged by last winter’s
severe weather. It is not clear that any rhododendron type or species is resistant to the
Pacific Northwest’s population of the bug.
Also, the pest does not appear to confine itself
to rhododendrons and azaleas. It infests many
other species, including many of our important
natives. These observations differ substantially
from the azalea lace bug’s behavior in the
Eastern U.S.
Controlling this pest in the park is highly
problematic: azalea lace bugs travel, and they
are already established in other gardens on
Hendricks Hill. Parks and Open Space has
obtained a cost estimate from the spray service
for treating all the rhododendrons in the garden. Next we will have to discuss the feasibility of meeting this expense.
Spring 2014

New and Renewing Friends of Hendricks Park
On behalf of the FoHP Board, thank you to the many people who contribute financially to our organization.
Your donation allows us to fulfill our mission with Hendricks Park.
Donors from 3/1/14 –
10/15/14

Sustaining
BGE, Inc.
Harris Hoffman and
Joan Gray

Sponsoring
Mary Nuwer and James
Coons
Franklin Stahl
Valerie and Dan Close
Hope Pressman
Ronald and Beth Hjelm
Marcia and David Hilton
Marna Broekhoff
Maggie Gontrum
Wayne and Susan Jewett
Sarah and James Weston
Michael Kennedy
Jim Beyer and Cindy
Fitzgerald
Susan and James
Douglas
Barbara Gates

Family and Friends
Jim and Maria Kiplinger
Karyn Kaplan
Steve Longtin
Walnut Street Co-Op
Cheris Kramarae and
Dale Kramer
Debbie and Shlomo
Libeskind
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Tom Vishanoff and
Chikako Sato
Svevo Brooks
Rebecca and Igor
Gladstone
Wayne Harrison
Ray and Chris Scofield
David and Jean
Campbell
Patricia Ann Flake
Inge Brouwer
Louise Behnke
Richard and JoAnn
Hoffman
Larry McQueen
Andrea Wolf
Mollie Craig
Patricia Soussan
Emilie and Doug
Toomey
Elen and John Leahy
Elizabeth Spencer
Kim and John Toner
Anne Teigen
Rodney and Becky Slade
Steven and Beth Deutsch
Ronna Friend and Steve
Addy
Annalise and Theodore
Romoser
Polly and Brian Caughey
Lawrence Leverone
Simon and Pauline
Thaler
Marcia Muller

John and Cheryl
Courtnage
Edward and Andrea
Heid
Mary and Dennis Arendt
Edward Black
David and Evelyn Hess
David and Brianna
Mintz
Jeff Lange
Karen Seidel
Lois Morse
Megan Clark
Bob Bumstead and
Carrie Matsushita
Debra Krakauer

Please Support our In-Kind Contributors
Tim Clancey, Clancey Printing
Rudy Fox, Fox Graphics
Eugene City Bakery

Memorial Contributions
Elizabeth and Frank Koch (Sponsoring) - In Memory
of Edgar Peara
David and Jean Campbell - In Memory of Jerry Blakely
David and Jean Campbell - In Memory of Mary
Blakely
Julie Kaspar (Sponsoring) - In Memory of Richard
Ginnold)
Thanks to all our contributors, and we
regret any omissions or errors.

So Many Ferns!

M

artin Sage has finished his
pocket guide, Ferns of
Hendricks Park, Eugene, an
Annotated Checklist. It proved to
be a bigger job than he imagined: it
turns out there are at least 75 types
of fern in the park. About one-third of
those are native to Oregon. We hope to
put the book on our website sometime
this winter. Meanwhile, copies are available from
lindacsage@msn.com for $30 (to recoup printing costs).
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Board of Directors
President Erik Fisher
Vice President Rachel Foster
Secretary Jim Beyer
Treasurer David Moon
Sandra Austin
(on leave of absence)
Beth Copeland
Mollie Craig
Phyllis Hamel
Newsletter by
Rachel Foster,
Sandra Austin,
Linda Sage and
Beneda Design

Volunteer Opportunities
Rhododendron Garden Work Parties
• Every Tuesday, March through November, 9 a.m. –
12 noon. Work parties resume March 3, 2015. Park in
the lot at the top of the garden, at 1800 Skyline Blvd.
Meet at the office, below the (closed) restrooms.

Saturday Forest Work Parties
• 9 a.m. – 12 noon, rain or shine. Meet at F.M. Wilkins
Picnic Shelter, 2200 Summit Ave. Upcoming dates:
December 6, 2014; January 10, March 7, April 3, 2015

Special Event Forest Work Parties
All are welcome. Meet at the Picnic Shelter
• Martin Luther King Day of Service Monday,
January 19, 2015: 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Oregon Community Credit Union Presidents’ Day
Monday, February 16, 2015: 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.
For more information and further forest stewardship
opportunities, please contact Mieko at
Mieko.e.Aoki@ci.eugene.or.us or 541-510-4636.

Book: The Pacific
Northwest Garden Tour

D

onald Olson wrote to let us
know that Hendricks Park is
featured in his new
book, The Pacific
Northwest Garden
Tour, which has
just been published
by Timber Press.
“Lavishly illustrated with full-color
photographs, the
guide covers the 60
best public gardens
to visit in Oregon,
Washington and British Columbia,”
he says. Olson’s book “has already
received rave reviews and is available from all major online booksellers and can easily be ordered
from your local bookseller.”

