
Ten Years in the Native Plant Garden

Like the Friends of Hendricks Park, the Native Plant
Garden (NPG) came into being through the Hendricks

Park Forest Management Plan. Prepared by David Reed &
Associates and accepted by the Eugene City Council in
January 2000, that plan was born out of concerns of staff,
neighbors and naturalists about the health, safety and welfare
of the park’s forest and its trees, particularly in the area
known as the saddle, at the top of Summit Avenue and
bounded by Floral Hill Drive and Birch Lane, where large
Douglas-firs stand in close proximity to the picnic shelter and

a residential neighborhood. In March 1999, while work on the plan was already
underway, a freak windstorm brought down many trees in the saddle area, dam-
aging several homes and destroying all but the stone chimney of the picnic shelter. 

The management plan calls for managing the entire park as a dynamic, succes-
sional forest leading to old growth. Following a forester’s recommendation, the
plan halted regular irrigation in the saddle to help stabilize the trees there, and
suggested replacing lost Douglas-firs with a diverse stand of lower, more wind-
firm species, such as Oregon white oak. The plan also recommended that the area
be replanted with native plants that can handle summer drought. 

The framers of the plan made a native plant garden in the saddle area a high
priority, envisioning it as a “living bridge” between the more formal rhododen-
dron garden to the north and the native forest to the south. They also suggested
using the garden as “a demonstration of how natives can be used in residential (or
similar) landscaping settings and, if possible, as an educational tool regarding
local ecological processes ...and... ethnobotanical uses.” Specimen non-native
plants were allowed to remain “at the dis-
cretion of the head gardener,” who was
Michael Robert at that time. He elected to
leave a number of large rhododendrons
that were gifts of the founders of the
Rhododendron Garden, as well as other
some well-established specimen shrubs. 

Staff and Friends were already working
on the NPG when the FoHP was officially
incorporated in December 2001. Work had
shifted to a higher gear after Jerry Blakely
had come across the management plan on
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the Internet. Jerry and his wife, Mary Rear
Blakely, a committed teacher, gardener and lover
of native plants, thought a native plant garden
would make a perfect memorial for Mary, who
was dying of cancer. After Mary died in 2001,
Jerry became the first president of FoHP, and he
worked to make the garden a reality. He started
a fund for the garden, and worked all spring
with Ginny Alfriend, then the park’s assistant
gardener, who is a long-time champion of native
plants. The garden was dedicated on May 4,
2002, as wild iris, Mary’s favorite native,
bloomed around the picnic shelter. 

The first issue of the Park Bench, published in
the fall of 2002, refers to Ginny’s attention to
the native plant garden. The second issue
reports that, in December 2002, 15 volunteers
helped plant 30 sword ferns, many of them dug
by Ginny and Jerry from the Blakely family’s
farm south of Cheshire. When the Oak Knoll
trail was developed in the spring of 2003, vol-
unteers dug natives from along the trail route
to be planted in the native garden. ‘Mary’s
Bench’ was placed beneath a large rhododen-
dron native to Sichuan Province in China,
where Mary lived and taught at a university for
two years.

The five-acre garden’s layout was designed by
Chinese landscape architect Jin Chen, who had
been a student and friend of Mary Blakely. His
design included improvements to the nearby
three-way intersection, and the curving Moon
Terrace next to the picnic shelter. Completed in
2004, the Moon Terrace is a great place to view

the native garden. It was built entirely with
donated funds, materials and labor. 

Thanks to the Hendricks Park Native Plant
Garden Fund, established by Jerry and Mary’s
family, the garden is well tended. Money from
this endowment fund compensates the city for
an employee’s time spent in the garden. Staff
who have worked in the garden include Tobias
Policha, Star Stock, Cathy Misch, Mary Doyon,
Melinda Penwell, Emily Aune and Michael
Kennedy, who recently returned to work there.

Ginny led tours of the native garden almost
from its inception. It has since been the site of
many educational garden tours led by people
from a variety of disciplines. In line with the
stated educational role of the garden, the plan
calls for interpretive signage identifying each
species. That project is now getting underway
through the efforts of FoHP board member Joan
Kelley. The labels will be a great addition to the
garden. 
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Love the Native Plant Garden?
Make a donation to The Hendricks Park Native Plant Garden Fund, part of

an endowment fund held by the Oregon Community Foundation (OCF).
Friends of Hendricks Park established a general endowment fund and three
subsidiary funds for the Native Plant Garden, the Rhododendron Garden
and the Urban Forest. Contact the Friends (541-607-4066) or the Oregon
Community Foundation (541-431-7099) to find out how to donate to these
funds. 

You may also designate the Native Plant Garden, the Urban Forest or the
Rhododendron Garden when you make regular donations to FoHP. And if
you see one of the volunteers working in the garden, ask how you can be
part of the community of Friends.

Native Plant Garden, from page 1
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Aunt Rhodie tells all…
Dear Aunt Rhodie: Are there glowworms at
Hendricks Park? If so, what are they?

Dear Reader:
Just last fall, glowworms were sighted

at the park one night. I have never seen
them myself, however. I believe they are
rather rare, given the use of pesticides
and increased development over the
years. 

On the Internet, I found a lot of entries
describing glowworms in the Northwest:
Plerotus obscuripennis or the Douglas-fir
glowworm. They are a different species
than fireflies; they glow as larvae, and
the adult female retains its luminescence
even after reaching maturity. The flying
males are attracted to the glow for repro-
ductive purposes.

I first read about glowworms in Evelyn
Searle Hess’s book “To the Woods.”
Evelyn was walking at night on her
property and looking at the amazing
night sky. Then she looked down to the
ground to give her neck a rest. “I was
surrounded by minute dazzling dots,
glimmering embers glowing not red, but
silver,” she says, describing her first
encounter with glowworms. She has also
learned that some glowworms are preda-
tors of slugs—good news! One Internet
site suggests the insects (glowworms are
not worms) are more prevalent after rain.

I plan to visit Hendricks Park forest at
night this autumn to see if I can find any
glowworms—it should be an adventure
to wander around in the dark. If you do
the same, remember to stay on the trails.
The park closes at 11 p.m.

Yours truly, Aunt Rhodie

Send questions to: 
Aunt Rhodie, Friends of Hendricks Park
P.O. Box 3784, Eugene, OR 97403
or call 607-4066 and leave a message.

Seeing Stars in the
Native Plant Garden

Little magenta rockets, ringed gold before
the purple nose cones, seem to fly on

their naked stems, up to a foot above a whorl
of spoon-shaped leaves. These are the lovely
Dodocatheon hendersonii,
Henderson’s, or broad-
leafed, shooting star,
found in meadows,
open woods and
Hendricks Park’s
Native Plant Garden
from April to June.
With reflexed petals
sweeping behind and
a pointed tube of repro-
ductive organs shooting
forward, the flowers do give an
appearance of flying through space. Their
deep maroon tube of stamen filaments,
joined at the base, with female stigma and
style protruding through a pointed tip of
anthers, give shooting stars a second com-
mon name of “mosquito bills.”

A member of the primrose family, shoot-
ing star grows west of the mountains from
California north to southern B.C., favoring
open woodlands and moist meadows. It will
sparkle in your yard under oak trees, in a
woodland garden or in other lightly shaded
places. Shooting star prefers it moist in the
spring (and where around here is it not?) but
needs to dry out in the summer, when it
goes dormant. Seeds mature in the summer
and can be planted out right away.
Henderson’s shooting star also develops bul-
blets around the crown at flowering time,
though I confess to never having seen them
myself. — Evelyn Hess
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Jin Chen, a noted landscape architect from
China and a friend of the Blakely family,

designed the Moon Terrace, which honors the
late Mary Rear Blakely. At that
time, Jin also produced drawings
for the entryway project, which
is located in front of the picnic
shelter at the top of Summit
Avenue, where three roads come
together. That is considered the
main entrance to the park.

Last fall, the planting beds at
the entryway project were fin-
ished. The original plans also
showed elevated crosswalks and lighted rock
pillars at pathway entrances to the different
areas. Due to the enormous expense, there are
no plans at this time to continue with that part
of the project. 

Two very important gardeners about town—
Rachel Foster and Evelyn Hess—were integral
to getting this project off the ground and fin-
ished. They spent countless hours in design, site
preparation, plant selection and directing work
parties. The project would never have been real-
ized without their significant help. Thank you,
Rachel and Evelyn.

The entryway beds exemplify the three areas

of the park: the Rhododendron Garden, Native
Plant Garden and forest. Each has plantings of
species typical of the area it represents. The first

to be finished, in February 2006,
was the Native Plant Garden bed
at the top of Summit. The sec-
ond, the north bed, was funded
by donations from the family of
Jack Simon, one of the founders
of the Rhododendron Garden. It
was sheet-mulched in July 2009
and planted in October 2009. The
third, the south bed, was sheet-
mulched in October 2010 and

planted in November 2011. It exemplifies the
forested region of the park.

This project was funded by the Friends,
through membership and memorial donations.
Many hours of volunteer work were given to
prepare the sites and do the planting. The
Tuesday morning volunteer group was integral
to getting the project finished.

Thank you, park staff and Parks and Open
Space, for your help and support for the project
during a tough transition time and staff cuts.
Thanks, Ginny Alfriend, Keith Stanley, Emily
Aune and Kate Hirst. And as always, thanks to
the many volunteers. —Sandra Austin

Volunteer Spotlight: Michael Reeves
Michael Reeves, neighbor and frequent jogger in Hendricks Park, began volun-

teering on Tuesday Mornings in the Rhododendron Garden four years ago, soon

after his retirement as a clinical psychiatrist and medical director of Lane County

Mental Health. When asked, “What keeps you coming back?” he quickly respond-

ed, “The other volunteers. It’s a great group!” The enthusiasm, passion and commit-

ment of this group makes every Tuesday a day to join the other volunteers.

These days, Michael is actually semi-retired, as he admits to having flunked retirement.

He is functioning as a medical director in the Governor’s new approach to health care in the state of

Oregon, carrying out Senate Bill 1580. It is a daunting task of establishing teams of specialists to coordinate

medical treatment — the community care organizations (CCOs) — to better coordinate members in the

Oregon Health Care Plan. 

After working in a social networking situation, being in the garden is easy for Michael. As he says, “You just

plant something, and it grows.” It isn’t always that easy, but Michael makes it seem that way.

Thanks, Michael, for everything you do for the park and community.

Entryway Beds Completed
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Donors from 10/20/11 -
3/1/12 

Benefactors
Terry West & Jack Viscardi

Fund

Guarantors
Brad & Elizabeth

Copeland
Fred and Sandra Austin

Sustaining Members
Anita & Art Johnson
Julie Bryant & William

Roach
McKay Sohlberg
Dennis & Pat Murphy 

(D & P Murphy Trust)

Sponsoring Members
Martin Jones & Gayle

Landt
Jerry Blakely
Margot Fetz
Rachel Foster & Randy

McGowen
Hannah & Daniel

Goldrich
Jim & Maria Kiplinger
Ben & Mary Lubbers
Sharon & Michael Posner
Martin & Linda Sage
Richard & Jean Weick
Sarah & James Weston
Harriet & John Kelly
Lynn & David

Frohnmayer

Mai-lin Cheng & Daniel
Rosenberg

David & Catherine
Johnson

John Moriarty & Kit
Kirkpatrick

Rogene Manas
Mark Sage
Pauline & James Rear

Family and Friends
Jerry Lidz & Melinda

Grier
Peter Tag & Sandy

Glaudin
Alan Zelenka & Susan

Smith
Dorothy & Frank

Anderson
Tree Bressen
Faris & Sidney Cassell
Brian & Polly Caughey
Susan & Douglas Daniell
David & Ann Fidanque
Mathews & Nonie Fish
Jim & Mary Gent
Theresa & Bob Jones
Kermit Larsen & Marylyn

Klein Larsen
Lallie & Stephen

McKenzie
Jeannine Mercer
Christine Nordenson
Sue & Hugh Prichard
Josh & Nancy Reckord
Patria Robbins
Gary & Sheila Seitz
Gayle Smith
Miriam Starlin

Charles & Vicki Swanson
John & Nita Postlethwait
Sharon Poticha
Larry & Wendy Maltz

(Maltz Counseling
Assoc.)

Jill Hubbard
Audrey Erickson
Rebecca Mikesell
Frances Munkenbeck
David & Lanara Rosen
Alan Reeder
Jon Heritage
Pauline Andrews

Mary Beth Llorens
Saul & Nancy Naishtat
Dick & Nina Henderson
Baihua Wu & Zemo Yang
Nathanial Teich

Memorials
In Memory of Mary Rear

Blakely: Brad &
Elizabeth Copeland

In Memory of John E.
Chamness: William
Wilgus & Sharon
Chamness-Wilgus

Please Support our
In-kind Contributors
Rudy Fox, Fox Graphics
Tim Clancey, 

Clancey Printers
Eugene City Bakery
Naomi Levit, Levit

Photography
Vic Sabin

Thanks to all our contribu-
tors, and we regret any omis-
sions or errors.

New and Renewing Friends of Hendricks Park
On behalf of the FoHP Board, thank you to the many people who contribute financially to our organization. 

Your donation allows us to fulfill our mission with Hendricks Park.
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• Sunday, August 19, 10 a.m. Tour the Rhododendron
Garden and Native Plant Garden with Kate Hirst, who
will focus on medicines of the Northwest from the
Ayurvedic perspective. Ayurveda is the traditional
medicine system of India. Kate has headed up the
volunteer program for 3 years at Hendricks Park
Rhododendron Garden.

• Sunday, November 4, 1 p.m. Join Roger Gossler for a
Rhododendron Garden tour exploring the late fall garden
and plants of fall color. Roger is a walking encyclopedia
of plant and garden knowledge. He recently co-authored
the “Gossler Guide to the Best Hardy Shrubs.”

Tours, continued from page 6
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All tours last for 1–2 hours.
Meet at the F.M. Wilkins Picnic
Shelter, 2200 Summit Ave.
Dress for the weather. A
donation of $3 is suggested to
help support Friends of
Hendricks Park education
programs. 

Friends of Hendricks Park:
541-607-4066 for information.

• Sunday, April 22, 1 p.m.
Native plant enthusiast and
Hendricks Park staff member
Emily Aune will guide you
through Hendricks Park’s
Native Plant Garden. We will
learn about and sample
several edible plants that grow
in our native Oregon soils. 

• Sunday, April 29, 1 p.m. 
Take a stroll through the
Rhododendron Garden 
with former head gardener
Michael Robert. He will 
share his knowledge of
rhododendrons, provide
gardening tips and speak
about the history of
Hendricks Park.

• Sunday, May 20, 1 p.m. 
Local naturalist, botanist and
author Evelyn Hess will lead
you on a tour through the
Native Plant Garden and the
forest, focusing on plant
identification, gardening
potential, habitat and ecology.

• Sunday, June 3, 7:30 a.m.
Enjoy an early morning
birding tour with Allison and
Tom Mickel, long-time
members of the Lane County
Audubon Society and birders
for 35 years locally and
internationally. Learn to
identify the park’s resident
birds and their songs.

Hendricks Park Tours 2012
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