
The New Ribbon Trail 

You can now hike—but not bike—from Hendricks Park to
the 30th Avenue overpass on a gravel trail that winds

through mixed forest with the occasional patch of oak savan-
nah. The hike is about a mile each way. In the spring, you’ll
see houndstongue, fawn lilies and spring beauty. One hiker
even glimpsed a cougar! 

The idea for such a trail was born in the 1960s, when
Obsidian Marriner Orum, now 92, looked for the shortest
path from Hendricks Park to Spencer Butte. “I just went
across country on private land,” Marriner says. “There was no
designated route.” 

A group of citizens formed the Ribbon Park Association in
1962 to create a “ribbon trail” connecting existing and future ridgeline parks. For
many years afterwards, Marriner led a group of hikers along the route every
December. 

By 1972, the association had built a Ribbon Trail between Hendricks Park and
East 29th Avenue. Although the trail is shown on a 1971 map in the city‘s files, for-
mal easements were not obtained from property owners. Over time, this unofficial
trail became unstable and unusable.

In 2000, the city finished purchasing parcels of land to create a 7-acre strip that
is 200 ft. wide and 2,500 ft long. The new trail  follows a similar, though not identi-
cal, route to the original, and it also extends farther south. 

Construction was funded with two grants totaling $54,000 from Oregon Youth
Conservation Corps (OYCC). Initially, a crew of six
spent about 2,270 hours clearing vegetation, shap-
ing the trail, creating drainage features and retain-
ing walls, and spreading crushed gravel on the sur-
face. “There were also many hours of Parks and
Open Space [POS] staff involved in everything from
trail planning and layout, along with providing
technical expertise to the trail construction,” says
John Clark, Natural Resource Maintenance Team
Supervisor at the POS. Last winter, another crew of
young workers spent more than 900 hours creating
several more drainage features, adding another
layer of crushed gravel and pressing down the
gravel with a plate compactor.

EUGENE’S FIRST PARK SPRING 2010

NEWS FROM THE

Park Bench

info@friendsofhendrickspark.org • www.friendsofhendrickspark.org • 541-607-4066

September 1, 2009, Ted
Kulongoski visited the
Ribbon Trail under
construction.

To reach the Ribbon Trail

from the park’s main park-

ing lot, cross Fairmount to

the rock restroom and go

up the Pileated Trail to the

saddle. In front of the old

stone drinking fountain,

you’ll see a gravel trail. Go

left (south) on that trail to

the beginning of the Ribbon

Trail, which takes off to the

right and goes uphill. 



Even during these uncertain economic times,
our members responded to FoHP’s request

last fall to match a generous gift for the Oak
Knoll restoration. Thanks to everyone for those
donations—the Oak Knoll is undergoing quite a
transformation, so be sure to take a hike up
there to see the improvements!

As you’ve probably heard, the City of Eugene
is looking at significant cuts to its next budget.
The Parks & Open Space department will
undoubtedly feel those cuts, so Hendricks Park
will also feel the effect. The Board of Directors
of FoHP is actively supporting funding for the
park, so please take the opportunity to mention
the need to support and maintain Hendricks
Park to your city councilor or anyone on the
Budget Committee. 

FoHP’s board recently finished our budget
for 2010. FoHP was fortunate to have started
2010 with some reserves—due to your generosi-
ty in the past—that we’ll be using this year for

our programs. However, we also made adjust-
ments to our budget to adapt to the tighter
times, because we have seen a drop in contribu-
tions to the Friends. We’re working hard to con-
tinue all our great programs while maintaining
a sound fiscal basis to keep FoHP strong for the
next decade. Don’t forget that we do have an
endowment set up with the Oregon
Community Foundation to support our future! 

FoHP is planning to meet the budget gap
by working hard to strengthen our already
successful volunteer programs. The Tuesday
Morning Regulars in the Rhododendron
Garden and the monthly work parties in the
forest have been attracting more and more
people, the result being wonderful improve-
ments we couldn’t achieve otherwise.
Contact us at 541-607-4066 to become part of
those efforts!

David Moon
President

President’s Message
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On Jan. 27, 2010, a Douglas-fir bench was
installed in the upper saddle area of

Hendricks Park forest as a memorial to Sydney
Bonzer, a sophomore at South Eugene High
School.

Memorial benches were previously limited to
the Rhododendron Garden, Native Plant
Garden and picnic area. Last June, after much
discussion about the potential of benches to
spoil the natural atmosphere, the board of FoHP
voted to support the idea of placing some in the
forest. At the same time, it recommended that
there be “strong and controlled oversight” as to
the number of benches and their design, place-
ment and cost to the donor. Sites were suggest-
ed by park staff for the first three potential
benches: the Upper Saddle, Lover’s Loop and
the Ridgeline Trail connection. All three loca-
tions are already visibly impacted by human
activity.

The total cost of a bench is $10,000. Head gar-
dener Ginny Alfriend says the first bench cost
$3,000, with a $2,000 maintenance endowment
and a $5,000 forest restoration contribution.
“Oregon Woods cleared blackberries near and
around the bench this past winter, consuming
half of those funds. The rest will be spent next
winter for follow-up clearing and to reseed or
plant showy natives.”

A Bench in the Forest 



Oak Knoll
Project, Stage II

Thanks to our generous mem-
bers/donors, FoHP were able

to raise close to $9,000 through the
matched fundraiser this last fall
for stage 2 of the Oak Knoll proj-
ect. These funds enabled us to get
a good start on restoration this
winter and complement efforts by
Parks staff to control ivy and
vinca.

Last fall, volunteers planted
hundreds of native plants to get
the project started. This winter,
several pounds of native grass
seed were broadcast in proximity
to the Highland Avenue trailhead.
Blue wildrye grass seed was
broadcast throughout the Oak
knoll project area. In February and
March, Walama Restoration
worked on invasive species
removal and will return again for
a few days each month throughout
the spring.

Fundraiser at Agate
Alley Bistro

On February 24th, the Friends held their
spring fundraiser at Agate Alley Bistro, a

neighborhood restaurant. Many thanks to man-
agers/owners Doug and Jim, who generously
donated 50 percent of the evening’s proceeds to
the Friends. A great community response
helped make the event successful, resulting in
a check for $1,000. The money will be used by
the Friends to help with our goals for 2010.

Thank you Agate Alley Bistro! 
Members, please support those who support

us!

FoHP volunteer,
Martin Sage,
instructs students
from the University
of Oregon in the
fine art of ivy
removal.

Each Ivy removal
work party begins

by outfitting
volunteers with

rain gear. 

The ladies of Alpha
Chi Omega sorority
model rain gear at the
conclusion of the
January ivy-pulling
work party.
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The Gossler Guide to the Best Hardy Shrubs, by
Roger, Eric and Marjory Gossler, was

released by Timber Press in 2009. Impressively
illustrated with Roger’s own photographs, it is
both an approachable, entertaining read and an
excellent reference, with particular relevance for
those of us lucky enough to live in the
Willamette Valley.

Gossler Farms Nursery has donated countless
plants to Hendricks Park over the years, in par-
ticular many wonderful magnolias and witch
hazels. In The Gossler Guide, Roger recalls that he
first encountered Chinese witch hazel
(Hamamelis mollis) in Hendricks Park in the late
1960s. The hamamelis family became one of his
favorites.

Roger’s frequent guided tours of Hendricks
Park (often when magnolias are in bloom) are
very well attended.

Another book by someone connected with the
park is currently in press. To the Woods: Sinking
Roots, Living Lightly, and Finding True Home, a
memoir by Evelyn Hess, will be published by

Oregon Sate University Press in June 2010.
Evelyn worked in Hendricks Park from
December 1995 to December 1997, during
Michael Robert’s tenure as head gardener, and
she maintains a close association with it. 

In their mid-fifties, Evelyn and her husband,
David, left town to live on 21 wooded acres in
the Coast Range foothills without benefit of a
house, electricity or indoor plumbing. To the
Woods is “the story of the land and 15 years try-
ing to uncover the secrets of its inhabitants
while we learned to grow plants and to live
very simply.” Evelyn writes in her preface: “You
are invited to relax and come along. Listen to
the wind in the trees and the yipping of the coy-
otes and marvel with us at the miracle of this
intricate web in which we’re all enmeshed.
Perhaps together we can decide how to save it
for our children or at least to help them appreci-
ate it while it’s here.”

Evelyn will read from her memoir in
Hendricks Park on June 20, 2010, from 1 p.m. to
3 p.m.

Volunteer Spotlight: 
Thomas Mickel
Thomas Mickel volunteers in the Rhododendron Garden

every Tuesday morning throughout the year. Rain or shine, he’s

there pruning rhododendrons. When asked about his volun-

teerism, head gardener Ginny Alfriend exclaimed, “He’s awe-

some. Thomas is in charge of all rhododendron pruning, as the

staff has no time to attend to that job. He’s indispensable.”

Thomas has been pruning in the garden for 1½ years, and estimates it will take him

2–3 years to get through the entire garden. He hasn’t even been to some areas yet.

When asked why he volunteers at Hendricks Park, he instantly replies, “It’s a great

place, one of Eugene’s greatest—a world-renowned rhododendron garden.”

Thomas is retired from the Oregon Department of Forestry, where he worked for 32

years. His rhododendron expertise comes from previous membership in the

Rhododendron Society. His other favorite hobby is birding, and he spends as much

time as possible doing that. The avocet is his favorite bird.

Two New Books with a Hendricks Park Connection 
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Donors from 10/07/2009
through 03/15/2010

Benefactors:
Anonymous
Terry West and Jack

Viscardi
Agate Alley Bistro and Bar
Robert J. Trulaske Jr.

Family Foundation
Victor Sabin

Guarantors:
Chris Jones and Julie

Polhemus
Kimberley Bennett
Peter and Maggie

Gontrum
Fred and Sandra Austin
Erik Fisher
Stanley and Karen

Washburn
Dan Dingfield and Ann

Bettman
Brad and Elizabeth

Copeland
Martin and Linda Sage
John Moriarty and Kit

Kirkpatrick

Sustaining Members:
Rachel Foster
Dan Giustina
John and Harriet Kelly
Daniel and Hannah

Goldrich
Dana and Greg Jones
Alan and Martha Kimball
Art and Anita Johnson

Cindy and Tom Dreyer
Margot Fetz
Jay and Tina Lamb
Elizabeth and Vincent

Lananna
Baihua Wu and Zemo

Yang
Ben and Mary Lubbers
Peter and Maggie

Gontrum
David and Ann Fidanque
Tim Scott
Sarah and James Weston
Richard and Jean Weick
Cheris Kramarae and Dale

Kramer
David Moon and Joan

Kelley
Carolyn Kranzler and

Lynn McDonald
Jill Hendrickson and

Nathan Markowitz
Sharon and Michael

Posner
Alan Zelenka and Susan

Smith
Daniel and Valerie Close
Ted and Adeline Romoser
Josh and Nancy Reckord
Edward and Andrea Heid
Jane Beeghly
Karyn Kaplan
Barbara Cowan and

Richard Larson

Family and Friends:
Mary Nuwer and James

Coons
Helen and Rudolph Hwa

Edward and Andrea Heid
Anonymous
Jim Gent
Kathleen and Walter Petty
Marion Walter
Janet Harris
Anonymous
Faris and Sidney Cassell
Tom and Sarah Bascom
Sharon and Otto Poticha
Jerry Blakely
George Rode
Daniel and Valerie Close
Christine Nordenson
Jo Ann Mooser
Lynn and David

Frohnmayer
Joyce Benjamin
Lallie and Stephen

McKenzie
Patria Robbins
Martin and Linda Sage
Dorothy and Frank

Anderson
Lisa Von der Heydt and

Mark Schoening
Rebecca Mikesell
Gary and Sheila Seitz
Dev Sinha and Sujata

Sanghvi
Nancy Sprague
Mary Nuwer and James

Coons
June Brooks and Daniel

Kaye
Sue and Hugh Prichard
Yoko McClain
Marcia and David Hilton
Jim and Maria Kiplinger

Richard and JoAnn
Hoffman

Robin and Mark
Grediagin

Wayne and Susan Jewett
Andrew and Jennifer

Grenville
Mary Lyle Janousek
Eleanor and John Hamel
John and Nita

Postlethwait
Stan and Jone Pierson
Linda and Joseph Kintz
Wayne and Susan Jewett
Richard and JoAnn

Hoffman
Kevin and Pam McGraw
Jeff and Debbie Ogburn
Mary Ann Holser
Charles and Vicki

Swanson
Dr. Igor and Rebecca

Gladstone
Margaret and Daniel Weill
Miller/Delongchamp 
Jane and Don King
Robin and Mark

Grediagin
Kit and Marylyn Klein

Larsen
Sandy Moses and Jeffrey

Jackson
Melinda Grier and Jerry

Lidz
Greg Smalley
Sandy Glaudin and Peter

Tag
Kit and Marylyn Klein

Larsen

John and Alea DeJung
Michael Kennedy
Jill Hubbard
Greg Smalley
Susanne Johnson
Theresa Jones
Pauline Andrews
Phoebe Gordon
Louise Behnke
Eleanor and John Hamel
Frances Munkenbeck
Tree Bressen
Christine Nordenson
Perry Powers
Lesley and Ralph Mooney
Trey Imfeld and Barbara

Davis
Marcia Muller
Audrey Erickson
Jeanne Maasch
Thelma Greenfield
Alison Cadbury
Jeannine Mercer
Nathaniel Teich
Miriam Starlin
Thelma Greenfield
Virginia Hendrickson
Megan Clark
Inge Brouwer
Kay Porter
Gayle Smith

In-kind Contributors
Eugene City Bakery
Rudy Fox, Fox Graphics

Thanks to all our contribu-
tors, and we regret any
omissions or errors.

New and Renewing Friends of Hendricks Park
On behalf of the FoHP Board, thank you to the many people who contribute financially to our organization. 

Your donation allows us to fulfill our mission with Hendricks Park.
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Park Tours
All tours begin at the F. M. Wilkins Picnic
Shelter, 2200 Summit Ave. Co-sponsored by
the Friends of Hendricks Park and the City of
Eugene. A donation of $3 per person to
Friends of Hendricks Park is suggested to
help support these events. Contact Friends of
Hendricks Park 541.607.4068 or Hendricks
Park staff 541.682.5324 for more info.

• April 25, 2010, 1–3 p.m. Native Plant Walk
with Jill Schwab. Enjoy a walk through the
native plant garden with plant enthusiast
Jill Schwab, who will share her extensive
knowledge of our local flora.

• June 20, 2010, 1–3 p.m. Evelyn Hess Book
Reading. Local author, naturalist & botanist
Evelyn Hess will read excerpts from her
recently published book, “To the Woods:
Sinking Roots, Living Lightly, and Finding
True Home.”

• October 17, 2010, 1–3 p.m. Fall Tour with
Roger Gossler. Roger Gossler, of Gossler
Farms Nursery, will lead a tour of the gar-
dens, providing insight into the most choice
and unusual plants for autumn interest.
Gossler Farms Nursery, family owned and
operated for over 40 years, is known from
coast to coast for its high-quality and
unique offerings.

Volunteer Opportunities
Every Tuesday through November,
Rhododendron Garden volunteers will meet at 
9 a.m. at the park office. Join this dedicated
group to help maintain the garden—and gain a
lot of garden knowledge.

Our Saturday monthly forest-restoration work
parties will be held April 24th, May 8th, and
June 19th from 9 a.m. to noon. We meet at the
F.M. Wilkins Picnic Shelter.


