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Three Trails of Hendricks Park

Whether you are walking along a trail in the forest as yellow oak leaves fall in the autumn
             weather, rambling in the Native Plant Garden when spring breaks through, strolling the
paths in the Rhododendron Garden bursting with color as the summer season begins spilling
into our lives, or pausing at the shelter to see the towering firs disappear into the mystical gray
fog of winter, Hendricks Park is a wonderful place to be. It can be pleasant, peaceful, good
exercise or simply a way to restore your sense of well-being.

Whatever the season or reason, come enjoy and explore the park. It is your park. It is
OUR PARK!

Rhododendron Garden

Native Plant Garden

The Forest
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President’s Message
Call for Members and Involvement

Welcome to the Autumn issue of the Park Bench.
As the new president of Friends of Hendricks

Park, I’m excited about
this year’s activities and
meeting more of the
family of Friends. Dur-
ing the last year, FoHP
established a solid foun-
dation, hosted a well-
attended lecture series
and built the Oak Knoll
Trail.

Pride in Hendricks Park and a sense of place
come from community involvement in the park’s
care. By joining the Friends and actively participating
in the group, you can improve this jewel in our
midst. As incredible as the park is, it still needs our
help in many ways. Friends of Hendricks Park are
continuing to help implement the Forest Manage-
ment Plan (ivy removal and forest restoration).

Membership has grown tremendously, thanks in
large part to Sandra Austin’s tireless duty. All of your
financial support is appreciated, and increasing our
membership is an important goal we’ll be pursuing
this year.

My emphasis for the next year is to recruit
current and new members to become more actively
involved in our organization. One of the wonderful
things I’ve enjoyed is working with the great group
of people who cherish Hendricks Park. The Friends
need more of you to join us on our various commit-
tees as we fulfill our mission and enhance the park.
Becoming active in the organization will keep the
Friends vibrant and moving forward.

David C. Moon
President

Volunteer SpotlightVolunteer SpotlightVolunteer SpotlightVolunteer SpotlightVolunteer Spotlight
Riley Stark, a 17-year-old senior at South Eugene
High School, has been a frequent volunteer at
Hendricks Park over the past 2 years. He attends
the International High School, which requires 130
hours of community service. Riley chose to fulfill
this requirement in Hendricks Park for many
reasons. The most important is his love of the
outdoors, especially the woods—”me working
in my element.” Riley has
extensive knowledge
of native plants and
the botany of the
northwest, which he
applies in his own
garden as well as
in Hendricks Park.

Riley spent several
days helping to
complete the Oak Knoll
Trail this summer. He
worked by himself, and his
accomplishments enabled
other volunteers to finish the trail in short order at a
workday in August.

This summer, Riley also spent 5 weeks working with
the NW Youth Corp at a youth forest camp in Cave
Junction, cleaning up after the Biscuit Fire and
rebuilding trails and campsites. After high school,
he plans to major in forestry at Oregon State
University. We hope to see Riley next winter at our
volunteer work parties. His knowledge and energy
are incredible assets to our volunteer effort.
Thank you Riley!

Volunteer Opportunities
• Adopt-A-Plot Call Sandra at 343-3452.

• General Gardening with park staff, every Tues-
day 9 a.m. to noon. Meet at the park office (located
under the Rhododendron Garden bathrooms).

• Gaining Ground (ivy pulling) Meet at shelter
at 9:30 a.m. for coffee and pastries, then pulling
gets underway until 1:00 p.m.

Saturdays, November 15, December 13, January 10,
and February 14 .

Riley Stark



Native Plant Showcase
As the green fades
by Evelyn Hess

By midsummer this hot, dry year, patches of
         scarlet began to appear on the ground and on
trunks of trees. The first flaming foliage of the fall,
unfortunately, is poison oak. Those in the know can
admire its color from a distance, but it has seduced
many an unwary out-of-stater to pick glorious bou-
quets of branches and suffer the consequences.

Fiery colors needn’t always be a warning,
however. We decorated the church for our wed-
ding with vermilion, yellow, gold and purple-
leafed branches of vine maple. When vine

maple grows in the shade it is a clear yellow,
but the sun brings out brilliant reds and oranges.

Somewhat more subdued are the pinks and
maroons of dogwood—both the shrub and tree
forms. Chokeberry, hawthorne, serviceberry, cascara
and oceanspray can also dress up for fall, though
they seem to show great genetic as well as seasonal
variation.

Two other beauties are Malus fusca, the Pacific
crabapple, and Viburnum ellipticum. Splashes of red
and orange paint the crabapple’s yellow leaves. The
viburnum’s foliage seems to be variable, but we have
one that turned a burnished mahogany-red in July
and is even more beautiful as it approaches leaf-fall.

Big-leaf maple grows yellow against black trunks
and helps form the golden river dominated by ash
trees, winding through the valley. Another tree with
sunny fall foliage is filbert, though leaves hung like
dirty rags and never turned gold in the drought of
2002.

Besides colorful foliage, fall gives us powder-blue
elderberries and bright-red dogwood fruits. There are
also the white pearls of snowberry, which hold far
into the winter.

The longest lasting dormant delight is in winter
stems. Luminous red-stemmed dogwood, red and
yellow Scouler’s willow, caramel, burgundy and
maroon willows and ninebark glow in low-angled
sunlight. Fall and winter colors are a different—but
no less intense—thrill from the spring renewal.

New Guide to “Least

Wanted” Plants in Northwest

Recently published is a new guide to the Pacific
          Northwest’s most dominant or potentially inva-
sive weeds, published by Oregon State University
Extension Service. “Invasive Weed Identification and
Management (Pacific Northwest’s Least Wanted
List)” is a 44-page guide, written by OSU Extension
weed specialist Jed Colquhoun.

The guide provides color photos of each spe-
cies and lists identifying characteristics, origin,
habitat, ecology. It gives several choices for
control strategies, including physical removal,
biological control, burning and herbicides.

“Invasive Weed Identification and Manage-
ment,” EC 1563, is available by mail for $5 per
copy plus $3 shipping and handling. Send your re-
quest and check or money order payable to OSU to:
Publication Orders, Extension and Station Communi-
cations, 422 Kerr Administration, OSU, Corvallis, OR
97331-2119. To preview, see the OSU Extension
website at: http://eesc.oregonstate.edu.

Aunt Rhodie tells all...Aunt Rhodie tells all...Aunt Rhodie tells all...Aunt Rhodie tells all...Aunt Rhodie tells all...

Dear Aunt Rhodie,

What is the oldest rhododendron in the Rhododendron

Garden? Where did it come from?

Thank you, LINDA

Dear Linda,

Marshall and Ruth Lyons gave the first rhododendron to

the garden. It was a small Rosmary Chipp rhododendron,

which the Lyons had purchased at the Junction City farm

of James Barto. The descendant of the original plant is

still in the garden. The oldest plants in the garden are

more than 60 years old, and they all originated at the

Barto farm. They include the February-blooming

R. ririeii and the March-blooming R. sutcheunense

and R. arboreum.

Sincerely, AUNT RHODIE
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for historic photographs of

Hendricks Park� In 	���� the

park will celebrate its centennial� Friends of

Hendricks Park are thinking ahead� Joan Kelley�

part of the family of Friends� is taking on the

historical research� So far� her research in librar�

ies and museums has been unproductive� “The

history of Hendricks is in family albums and old�

timers’ memories� so that's where I'm going�”

she says�

Whether there was a family picnic� wedding� or

Sunday stroll� tell us your story and share your

photographs� Contact Joan at the Friends'

address or call her at ��������

b

Our Mission

Gain recognition of Hendricks Park as a premier
           forested urban park in the Pacific Northwest
by: providing stewardship for management of the
Park, assisting with implementation of the Forest
Management Plan, educating the public about this
valuable natural resource, and generating a broad
base of community support for the park.

Friends of Hendricks Park believe in preserving
and enhancing community natural areas through:

• Public stewardship over important resources.

• Scientifically based decision-making and
respect for the natural processes.

• Broad community support to influence
government leaders and agencies.

• Volunteerism for the mutual benefit of learning
while doing.

• Charitable contributions as an instrument for
accomplishing positive community outcomes.

FRIENDS OF HENDRICKS PARK

Thanks to all our new and renewing members (as of Sept.)

Jerry Blakely, James R. & Pauline Rear, Brad & Elizabeth Copeland,
Fred & Sandra Austin, Bert & Loy Dotson, Jo Ann Mooser, Ann &
Erik Muller, Maggy Rose, David & Jean Campbell, Hattie Mae
Nixon, Peter & Maggie Gontrum, Evelyn McConnaughey, Rachel
Foster, Alison Kwok, Art Farley, Dorothy Sistrom, John Allcott &
Beth Hunt, Samuel Vickers & Dana Africa, Barbara Irving & David
Lippincott, Betsy Steffensen & David Sonnichsen, Larry McQueen
& Elga Brown, Karen Guillemin & Eric Johnson, Martin L. Jones &
Gayle Landt, Paul Nicholson & Ginnie Lo, Steve Gab & Hillery
Kyablue, Terry West & Jack Viscardi, Donald Corner  & Jenny Young,
Tom Andersen & Jessica Maxwell, David C. Moon & Joan M. Kelley,
Lauren Herbert & Kenneth Watkins, Peter Keyes  & Linda Zimmer,
Sandy Glaudin & Peter Tag, Barbara Cowan & Richard Larson,
Frances Christie & Robert Kieran, Dev Sinha & Sujata Sanghvi,
Jeanne Maasch & Thomas Rubick, Cynthia Anderson, Jeanne & Ed
Armstrong, Patricia Atkins, Robert Auld, Tom & Sarah Bascom,
Joyce Benjamin, Sharon Blick, Louise Bohnke, Howard Bonnett,
Roberta & Tim Boyden, Marna Broekhoff, June Brooks, Bob & Car-
rie Bumstead, Dave Burtner, Ingrid Carmichael, Faris & Sidney
Cassell, Michael Catlin, Brian & Polly Caughey, CB Simons Real-
tors, Margaret Clark, Megan Clark, Daniel & Valerie Close, Debora
Coen, Paul Cole, Kathleen Colson, Caron & Hiett Cooper, Joseph &
Regina Cox, Bernd & Patricia Crasemann, Cummings Family, James
Davies, Elizabeth & Steven Deutsch, Jim & Dottie Dougher, Marga-
ret Dowling, Cindy & Tom Dreyer, Mary Dwan, Ralph & Jean Ettel,
Eugene City Bakery, Nancie Fadeley, David & Ann Fidanque,
Carolyn & Richard Fierro, Mathews & Nonie Fish, Erik Fisher, Peggy
Fisher, Rachele Fiszman, Patricia Flake, Fox Graphics, Marian Frank,
Ron Friedland, Jim Gent, Karen & Gregory Goebel, Daniel & Hannah
Goldrich, Thelma Greenfield, Eldon Haines, Pat & Jack Hamilton,
Susan Hardwick, Wayne Harrison, Michael Hartman, Vincent
Hauber, Evelyn & David Hess, Marcia & David Hilton, Richard &
JoAnn Hoffman, Kay Holbo, Mary Ann Holser, Tom Holser, Will-
iam Howell, Nancy Hughes, Mary Jaqua, Art & Anita Johnson, Guy
& Miriam Johnson, Pam & Mike Johnson, Tom Jordan, John &
Sherold Kaib, Karyn Kaplan, David & Deborah Kelly, Jane & Don
King, Jim Kiplinger, Eunice Kjaer, Donald & Sarah Klinghammer,
Cheris Kramarae, Tom & Terri Krumm, Lane Forest Products, Kit &
Marylyn Klein Larsen, Debbie & Shlomo Libeskind, Richard Linton,
Jenny Lippert, Gregg Lobisser, Lara London, Rhoda & Glen Love,
David & Darnell Mandelblatt, Sandra Martin, Helen & Brian
Matthews, Yoko McClain, Barbara McKeown, Heather Meldrum,
Jeannine Mercer, Edward Meservey, Lee & Linda Michels, Ray &
Grace Mikesell, Ruth Miller, John Moriarty, Marcia Muller,
Mel Murray, John Nicols, Deborah & Jeffrey Ogburn, Georgene
Ollerenshaw, Opsis Architecture LLP, Roland Orum, Kathleen
Pengelly, Warner Peticolas, Barbara Pickett, Joan Pierson, Sharon &
Michael Posner, Joy Poust, Hope Pressman, Rainbow Valley Design
& Construction, Inc., Christopher Ramey, Patricia Reed, Buford &
Patricia Roach, Patria Robbins, Steve Robinson, Theodore & Adeline
Romoser, Victor Sabin, Martin & Linda Sage, Eric Schabtach, Karen
Seidel, Maria Seip, Margaret Senn, SignCraft Design & Mfg.,
Catherine Siskron, Gayle Smith, Olof & McKay Sohlberg, Franklin
Stahl, Riley Stark, Miriam Starlin, Charles & Vicki Swanson, Amy
Tasch, Sandy & Bert Tepfer, Track Town Pizza —Campus, Margaret
Via, Marion Walter, Hilda & Ron Ward, A. Kingsley & Ingrid
Weatherhead, Sally Weston, Patricia & David Williams, Scot
Williams.
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Board of Directors

President David Moon
Vice President Jerry Blakely
Secretary Sandra Austin
Treasurer Fred Austin
Debora Coen
David Hilton
Tom Holser
Joan Kelley

Special thanks
to our printer,
Clancey Printing,
and our designer,
Jeanne Maasch


